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If our problem is thus simplified, if we have only
to puzzle over Nature's carelessness as to the indivi-
dual, it is in some way also intensified. For there was
some vague semblance of solution in the idea that the
individual was sacrificed to some higher and more
universal end, about which Nature was not careless.
And even when her indifference to some chosen people
or race, to progress, to humanity, to this planet, could
no longer be denied, the end was only pushed further
away into the darkness of the unknown.

For man's imagination Nature, like space, must be
finite, with a centre somexvhere; and if there is a
multitude of ends and ideas there must be one that
unifies and controls all the rest. The infinite, with its
centre everywhere or anywhere, an infinity of ends,
each of which is supreme for itself, is, for him, a denial^
of rationality. That the Universe should have no
separate meaning as a whole; that its meaning should
be uttered in varying aspects and degrees in every par-
ticle and every pulse of its totality, makes folly of most
of our philosophy. Yet what we see suggests rather
the idea of an Infinity that would utter itself to the very
full in a million ways, did not such utterances limit and
impede each other. As the whole of our knowledge and
experience is brought to bear, in varying degrees of
distinctness, on every perception and action, so God
seems to throw Himself wholly into the very least of
His acts and creations, as though it were His sole care
and interest. To each microbe He says : et Increase,
multiply, replenish the earth and subdue it"; to every
force and energy : " Be thou the ruler over thy breth-
ren "; to every soul: " Thou art My Son, to-day I
have begotten thee."